
 
Sitting Bull, Hunkpapa Holy Man 
Hunkpapa Sioux (1831-1890) 
Sitting Bull, Lakota Medicine Man and Chief was considered the last Sioux 
to surrender to the U.S. Government. In the early 1850s, the Lakota (Sioux) 
had begun to feel the pressure of the white expansion into the Western 
United States. Sitting Bull did not participate in the resistance until 1863 
when the settlers threatened the Hunkpapa hunting grounds. He had 
distinguished himself from an early age as a leader, killing his first buffalo 
at ten and "counting coup" (touching the enemy without their knowing) at 
fourteen. Because of his leadership during these times he was named 
principle chief of the Teton Sioux Nation in 1867. 
 Although the war with the whites ended with the treaty of Ft. Laramie in 



1868, the discovery of gold in the Black Hills, which was sacred to the tribe, 
caused continued tensions. After participating in the Sun Dance Ceremony, 
Sitting Bull had a vision in which he saw his people victorious over the 
white soldiers who had been sent to protect the gold prospectors. Just 
weeks later, General George Armstrong Custer and a regiment of the 
seventh cavalry attacked the seven bands of the Lakota Nation along with 
several families of the Cheyenne and Arapaho. The attack was clearly in 
violation of their treaty. Precisely as Sitting Bull had seen in his vision, 
every white soldier was killed that day at Big Horn along with a few Native 
Americans. Following the success of the battle, Sitting Bull and his 
followers headed for Canada. 
 After the particularly harsh winter of 1881, Sitting Bull, and those of his 
group who were still with him, finally gave themselves up to the American 
army. Sitting Bull was held prisoner for two years before he was moved to 
the Standing Rock Reservation in South Dakota. In 1885, officials released 
him and he joined the Buffalo Bill Wild West Show and toured throughout 
Europe. Sitting Bull remained a powerful force among his people, and upon 
his return to the U.S. would counsel the tribal chiefs who greatly valued his 
wisdom. Shortly after his return, the federal government again wanted to 
break up the tribal lands. They persuaded several "government appointed 
chiefs" to sign an agreement, whereby the reservation was to be divided up 
and subsequently distributed among the tribal members. Missing from the 
list of recipients was Sitting Bull's name. Jealousy and fighting among the 
Lakota eventually led to his death. It was reported that he was murdered by 
tribal police who had been sent to arrest him. 
 
 Quotes from Chief Sitting Bull: 
 
 “I am here by the will of the Great Spirit, and by his will I am chief.” 
 
 “I know Great Spirit is looking down upon me from above, and will hear 
what I say...” 
 
 “The earth has received the embrace of the sun and we shall see the results 
of that love.” 
 
 “He put in your heart certain wishes and plans; in my heart, he put other 
different desires.” 
 
 “In my early days, I was eager to learn and to do things, and therefore I 



learned quickly.” 
 
 “Each man is good in the sight of the Great Spirit.” 
 
 “It is not necessary for eagles to be crows.” 
 
 “Now that we are poor, we are free. No white man controls our footsteps. If 
we must die, we die defending our rights.” 
 
 “What white man can say I never stole his land or a penny of his money? 
Yet they say that I am a thief.” 
 
 “What white woman, however lonely, was ever captive or insulted by me? 
Yet they say I am a bad Indian.” 
 
 “What white man has ever seen me drunk? Who has ever come to me 
hungry and left me unfed?” 
 
 “Who has seen me beat my wives or abuse my children? What law have I 
broken? 
 
 “Is it wrong for me to love my own? Is it wicked for me because my skin is 
red? Because I am Sioux? Because I was born where my father lived? 
Because I would die for my people and my country?” 
 
 “God made me an Indian.” 
 
 “I want to tell you that if the Great Spirit had chosen anyone to be the chief 
of this country, it is myself.” 
 
 “When I was a boy, the Sioux owned the world. The sun rose and set on 
their land; they sent ten thousand men to battle. Where are the warriors 
today? Who slew them? Where are our lands? Who owns them?” 
 
 “You think I am a fool, but you are a greater fool than I am.” 
 
 “If the Great Spirit had desired me to be a white man, he would have made 
me so in the first place.” 
 
 “I was very sorry when I found out that your intentions were good and not 



what I supposed they were.” 
 
 “If a man loses anything and goes back and looks carefully for it, he will 
find it.” 
 


